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characteristic of a post-revolutionary era; and later, in the
calm atmosphere of peace, order, and prosperity, it grows
steadily weaker, and its living energy departs from it. The
upper classes, with the exception of the senatorial houses
whom the emperors persecuted and exterminated, led a quiet
and easy life. Under the emperor's guardianship they had
no need to trouble themselves about the morrow. Rome had
no rival, and Roman civilization no competitor. That Rome,
her civilization, and her political system, were all alike im-
mortal—such was the general opinion. There was no one to
struggle with and nothing to struggle for. The ruler himself
preached peace and not conflict to the community. What
was there to seek for, when all was already found ? Moreover,
search was a dangerous business and might bring down much
unpleasantness on the head of the seeker.
In this atmosphere of indolent contentment the privileged
classes, and especially the urban middle class, came to find
their ideals in pleasure, the pursuit of gain, and the attain-
ment, for themselves and their families, of the material
advantages of civilization. Men grew selfish and fixed their
hearts on idleness and amusement. In such an era of sterility
and stagnation the best minds grew dissatisfied with life and
found fault with it; and when they found that this led to
nothing, they lost faith in the power of reason—reason which
failed them on every hand, while all the time the guardianship
and censorship of the ruler was gaining ground. Creative
genius dwindled ; science repeated its previous results. The
text-book took the place of research; no new artistic dis-
coveries were made, but echoes of the past were heard, perfect in
form but void of meaning; and also the pen, the graving-tool,
and the pencil produced highly spiced work, able to attract and
amuse the mind but incapable of elevating and inspiring it.
Those who refused to surrender took refuge in religion.
They sought deliverance from the pettiness of real life in the
contemplation of God and in communion with the unseen
world. Unable to work for others or to strive for the triumph
of any great cause, they withdrew entirely into themselves
and adopted self-perfection as their ideal, the steady develop-
ment of their own moral and spiritual being. Under the
brilliant exterior of the Roman Empire we feel the failure of
creative power and the distaste for it; we feel the weariness
and indifference which undermined, not merely the culture

